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PUBLIC NOTICE D 2 SE p 2 027

Equivalence of degree obtained through ODL and Online mode with degree
obtained through conventional mode

The Regulation 22 of the University Grants Commission (Open and Distance
Learning Programmes and Online Programmes) Regulations, 2020 stipulates as
under;

“Equivalence of qualification acquired through Conventional or Open and
Distance Learning and Online modes.— Degrees at undergraduate and
postgraduate level in conformity with UGC notification on Specification of Degrees,
2014 and post graduate diplomas awarded through Open and Distance Learning
mode and/or Online mode by Higher Educational Institutions, recognised by the
Commission under these regulations, shall be treated as equivalent to the
corresponding awards of the Degrees at undergraduate and postgraduate level and
post graduate diplomas offered through conventional mode.”

This is for information of the general public, students and other
stakeholders.
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(Rajnish Jain)
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PUBLIC NOTICE

The Government of India has envisaged a greater role for the Open and the
Distance Education System. The envisioned role may be fulfilled by
recognizing and ftreating the Degrees/Diplomas/Certificates awarded
through distance mode at par with the corresponding awards of
Degrees/Diplomas/Certificates obtained through the formal system of
education. Open and Distance Education System in the country is
contributing a lot in expansion of Higher Education and for achieving target
of Gross Enrolment Ratio, without compromising on quality. Non
recognition/non equivalence of degrees of Open and Distance Learning
(ODL} institutions for the purpose of promotion/employment and pursuing
higher education may prove a deterrent to many aspiring students and will
ultimately defeat the purpose of Open and Distance Education.

Accordingly, the Degrees/Diplomas/Certificates awarded for programmes
conducted by the ODL institutions, recognized by the erstwhile DEC/UGC,
in conformity with UGC Notification on Specification of Dégrees should be
treated as equivalent to the corresponding awards of the Degree/Diploma/
Certificate of the traditional Universities/Institutions in the country.

UGC has notified UGC (Open and Distance Learning) Regulations, 2017 in
the official Gazette on 23/06/2017. As per UGC (Open and Distance
Learning) Regulations, 2017 under Part-l (2){p), the programmes in
engineering, medicine, dental, pharmacy, nursing, architecture,
physiotherapy and such other programmes which require hands-on training
are not permitted to be offered under Open and Distance Learning mode.

Oy [)’)

{Prof. Rajjnish Jain)
Secretary



University Grants Commission
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg
New Delhi-110 002

F. No. UGC/DEB/ 2013
Dated 14.10.2013

The Registrar/Director

Of all the Indian Universities ‘
{Deemed, State, Central Universities/
Institutions of National importance)

Subject: Equivalence of Degrees awarded by  Open and Distance Learning
(ODL) Institutions at par with Conventional Universities/ Institutions

Sir/ Madam,

There are a number of Open and Distance Learning Institutions (ODLIs) in
the country offering Degree/ Diploma/Certificate programmes through the mode of
non formal education. These comprise Open Universities, Distance Education
Institutions (either single mode or dual mode) of Central Universities, State
Universities, Deemed to be Universities, Institutions of National Importance ot any
other Institution of Higher learning recognized by Central/State/Statutory
Council/Societies registered under the Society Registration Act 1860.

2. A circular was earlier issued vide UGC letter F1 No- 52/2000(CPP-1I)
dated May 05, 2004 (copy enclosed) mentioning that Degrees/Diplomas /
Certificates/ awarded by the Open Universities in conformity with the UGC
notification of degrees be treated as equivalent to corresponding - awards of the
traditional Universities in the country,

3. Attention is also invited to UGC circular No F1-25/93(CPP-II) dated 28"
July 1993 (copy enclosed) for recognition.of degrees and diplomas as well as
transfer of credit for courses successfully completed by students between the two
types of universities so that the mobility of students from Open University stream
to traditional universities/ institutions is ensured without any difficulty.



4. The Government of India, in exercise of its power conferred under section 20(1)
of UGC Act 1956, issued directions dated 29" December 2012 entrusting UGC with
the fesponsibility of regulating higher education programme in open and distance
learning (ODL) mode. Consequently, Universities/ Institutions desirous of offering
any programme through distance mode would require recognition of UGC.

5. As you are aware, the Government of India has envisaged a greater role for the
Open and the Distance Education System. The envisioned role may be fulfilled by
recognizing and treating the Degrees / Diplomas/ Certificates awarded through
distance mode at par with the degrees obtained through the formal system of education.
Open and Distance Education System in the country is contributing a lot in expansion
of Higher ¥ducation and for achieving target of GER, without compromising on
quality. Non recognition/ non equivalence of degrees of ODL institutions for the
purpose of promotion/ employment and pursuing higher education may prove a
deterrent to many learners and will ultimately defeat the purpose of Open and
Distance Education.

6. Accordingly, the Degrees/ Diplomas/ Certificates awarded for programmes
conducted by the ODI, institutions, recognized by DEC (erstwhile) and UGC, in
conformity with UGC Notification on specification  of Degrees should be treated as
equivalent to the corresponding awards of the Degree/Diploma/Certificate of the
traditional Universities/ institutions in the country.

(Vikram Safay) [
Director(Admn)

Tel: 011 2323 0405
Email: vikramsahay7@email .com

Encl: As above

Copy to:

1. Secretary, Government of India, Ministry of Human Resource Development,
Department of Higher Education, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi-110 001,

2. Secretary, All Indian Council for Technical Education, 7% Floor, Chandra ok
Building, Janpath, New Delhi.

3. Secretary, Association of Indian Universities, ATU House, 16 Comrade Indrajit
Gupta Marg (Kotla Marg), New Delhi-110002.
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. 5 MAY 2004

The Registrar/Director

of all the Indian Universities
(Déemed, State; Central Universities/
Institutions of National importance)

Subject- .7.Reécdgnition-of Deqgrees awarded by Open Universifies,

SirfMadam,

< Theére:drg-a nufber of open Universilies in“the-country-offering venous
degrees/diploma . through the mode of fon-formal  edadatisn. The Open
Universities: have_been established in the country. by.an A¢t .of Parliament or
State Legislalre in“accordance with ine [1oviSions, conlzined.if Sectinn (R of
University. - Grants Commission Acl, 1956. These universities -are, iheretore.
empowered t5°award dégrées in terms of Section 22¢1¥of thé UGT Act, 1956.

A circular was -earlier issued vide UGC letter N.F.1-8/92(CPP) dated
February, 1992 mentioning that the Certificate; Dipiomas and Degrees awerded
Dy indita Gandhi Neticnal Qpen Universily are to be treated equivalent o the
cuitesponcing awards of the Universilies in the country. :

Attention. is further invited 1o UGC circular No.F1-25/93(CPP-Il} daied ==
July, 199'31(c:opy enclosed) for recognition of degrees and diplomas as waii zs
transfer of credit for courses successfully completed. by studenfs between this
two types of universities so that the mobiltty of students from Open Universi ¥
stream lo traditional Universities is ensured withowt any.difficully.

The UGC has specified the nomenclalure of degrees under Seclion PANICH o
the UGC Act, 1956 to ensure mandalory 1equirementa viz, MUAMY L e L
academic inpuls required for awarding such degress. A cupy of Cozcts
Notification regarding specification of degrees issued vide Ne.1-82/G7/0roun
dnted el January 2004 i3 encosed. The Jelal's are sleo ziven in GO e

site: www.uqge. au. in
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. e




No.i- 1 tﬁm

May, I'therefore request you to treat theDegrees /Diploma /Certificaes awardﬁ'ﬁ’

by the Open Universities in conformity with the UGC nolification on Specification of

country,

Yours faithfuliy,

~

pnl
-/'\“--'*.’\»' —

(Dr.[Mrs.]Pankaj Mittal)
’ ~Joint Secretary

Encl: As above

Copy-to:r
1. The Secretary Government of India, Ministry of Human Resource Developmen.

i Colincil:for Technical Education, 1.G. Spons Complex

2. The Secretér’;}}ﬁlj d
_!ndraprast_h_a ,Egtja}@,, New. Delhi-110002.
S The Secretary, Association of Indian Universities (AU 16 Coneade lacderjit Sy

Marg (Kotla Marg;, ‘New Delht-110002; g
4. The Secretér'y,"'N@“ﬁtioha’f‘CrﬁunCH for Teacher. Edudation, 1.G. Stadium, [P, Estale.
New;Delhi,_—_;}iiOO Ry ;

i Council, IGNGU Carnpus, Wasicer, G, Wi

6. The Vicesch ational Opef University, Maidan Garhi, New

7. The Vicechancellor Dr. B.R:Ambedkar Open University, Roas NG.46. Jubiloe

' Hills, Hyderabad~500033(Ah'dﬁré'Pr'adeSh) '

8 The Vice-chanceilor Nalanda' Open University, West
800001(Bihar) - S

S The Vica rhoncalior Dr’ Babasahazh Ambedlor Oreon Jrbooeciy
Ahmedabad—38©003(6ujaral

0. The Vice-chartelior Karnataka State Open Usiversity, Manaszagangolr, Mysuie-
570006(Karnataka) = . -

Ui, The Vice-chancellor Yashwani Rao Chavan Maharashtra Qcen University, Nasp:
422222(Iv13harashtra) o e .

2. The Vice-chaneellor, Kota- Oper

Univérsity), Kdia-3240w(RaijéSiﬁé}fﬁ

The Vieo chancellor Nclzgji Subhash Open University, Kuineio - TG3GZ0 it

Gandhi Maidan Faataa

07

ISity - (Vardhamean Mahaveer  Open

b ]
Bengal)

11, The Vice-ChanccHor, Madhya Prudush Bhoj(Open) Universny, Bhopals2o1,
MPYy -

(VK Jaiswal)
Unider Secretary
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B.G.Na.F.;~25/03lCPP—Ix; July, (gas
Dear Vice Chancellor, Z B\JU{ 1883
Ae you. ape AWAre,  the Qpeq Unifversitiag have been

establ]shed Iin the dountry by "an Act of Parl!ament Or  State
Legiclatypa W aceordanga with the Provigigng Contained
Seciion T2(f)  gof Uniuersity Grants Commission Act, i9sg,
Yhesg univevsities are, thereéore. eapaverad to avarg degrees
"in termsi of Section 22 (g, of the yge Act, lese.

It hag baen brought to the Notlce of the Comm!ss:on that
the studentg “ho haye done their M. 4. from opern
uniu&rsities ara dabarrag by un!verstt!es from registratton
for Ph.p. Studies,” This jg4 MOst unfajr jp, view ¢ the
impartance ittached to the Open University and distance
!earn!ng In Nationa) Poi(cy on Education, 18638, The Frogrammé
oF Adtion-gn also ajpg at promoting the mobility of Students
among open Unifversitieg and. among the traditfongs:
un!varﬁitias. This can be made Posalble enly when there jg 4
Yorkable underétanding between open Universitjeg and
traditional Univera{tia, for Fecognitigy of  each Other-
degreeg N reciprocy} bas{g, A Hemorandyp of Understending

ag alpeady baan signad between Un(versity of Pondlcherry and
Fnd{ra Gandh{ Natiaongj Open Uniuerslty vhich Provides 7,
FRERENI tian o 23ch atheptg degrees ang diplomas a4 Well 55
transter of Creditg fop COUrgeg succeﬁsfulfy Completey by
Eludsntg hetveen the tyg univeralttea. The other Unfversyigyag
BaY  also pake similap arrangepentg S0 that the e bility oy

{ haps that youp university Yl aape Necegsary efiores
in this direction and let,;h_e Commission know the Progress.

.

Yaurg sinaarsfy,

Y. /!,':cri!/g& “ hey
Leat atgiisy o
C%y&w-fj A1




